Annotated RCE Template 

The completed RCE usually need not exceed 1-2 pages (3-5 including facesheet.)Prior to submission, delete explanatory text in yellow highlight & (2) modify text in green as appropriate. 
ANNOTATED OUTLINE FOR
REQUEST FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

SO # & program / activity title
1.
Background and Activity Description

More in-depth information than what was provided on the cover sheet, especially if activities are relatively diverse, complex, and likely to operate for several years. This will allow the environmental recommendation to be more self-explanatory and free-standing, especially for the BEO’s record keeping and tracking purposes.
2. 
Justification for Categorical Exclusion Request

Justify the categorical exclusion with citation to the appropriate language from Reg. 216, especially 22 CFR 216.2(c)…
For example:
“The activities described justify Categorical Exclusions, pursuant to 22 CFR §216.2(c)(1) and (2), for which an Initial Environmental Examination, or an Environmental Assessment are not required because the actions do not have an effect on the natural or physical environment.

Specifically, SO 8 interventions, as currently planned, fall into the following classes of action: 

(a) education, technical assistance and training (216.2(c)(2)(i)); 

(b) analyses, studies, and workshops (216.2(c)(2)(iii)); 

(c) document and information transfer (216.2(c)(2)(v)); and 

(d) activities that will develop the capability of recipient countries to engage in development planning (216.2(c)(2)(xiv)).  As currently planned, no interventions will directly affect the environment.  

If during implementation, activities are considered under SO 8 that are outside the above framework, activities other than those described in the subject categorical exclusions, and that may directly affect the environment (such as construction or rehabilitation of facilities), an IEE or amended Request for a Categorical Exclusion shall be submitted, as appropriate.
