
Unit 8 
Affected Environment 



Objectives 

 Understand what 

constitutes the Affected 

Environment and how it 

should be described 

 

 Understand Information 

Needs 



Affected Environment 

 A concise description of the analysis area: 

Summarizes the relevant physical, biological, 

social and economic environments of the 

analysis area.  

 Issues help to focus scope of Affected 

Environment for each resource.  

 The analysis area varies depending on the range 

of effects for each resource.  



Importance 

 Provides the benchmark for environmental effects 

of the proposed action and alternatives. 

 



 40 CFR §1502.15: describe the environment of the area(s) 

to be affected or created by the alternatives under 

consideration. 

 The description shall be no longer than is necessary to 

understand the effects of the alternatives.  

 Data and analyses in a statement shall be commensurate 

with the importance of the impact, with less important 

material summarized, consolidated, or simply referenced.  

 Verbose descriptions of the affected environment are 

themselves no measure of the adequacy of an 

environmental impact statement. 

Affected Environment 



Typical Information 

 Wetlands 

 Soils 

 Water quality and quantity 

 Habitat/Threatened and endangered species 

 Land use 

 Archaeological resources 

 Vegetation 

 Tribal cultural resources 

 Facilities/Infrastructure/Utilities/Rights-of-way 

 Air quality 

 Social/Economic/Demographic 

 Environmental protection standards 

 Climate (Vulnerability to Climate Change) 



Which Resources? 



Information Needs for 
NEPA Analyses 

 Timely completion of NEPA analyses depends on 

the availability of and access to existing information 

and the ability to collect new information.  

 Reducing extraneous background data and 

emphasizing relevant environmental issues is key 

to the successful use of information in the NEPA 

process. 

NEPA Task Force (2002-04). Council on Environmental Quality 



Existing Data 

 Maps (geographic information system) 

 Field surveys 

 Historical inventories 

 Universities 

 Public agencies 

 Non-governmental organizations 

 Literature 

 The public 



Data Collection 
 The specialists need to understand the phenology 

(timing) of floral and faunal events in order to plan 

field surveys 

 Example: An endangered salamander that is only 

found in the Rio Sucio and is only viewable during 

mating season May-July.  

 

Bolitoglossa palmata 



Field Surveys 



Documentation 
 Monitoring and 

documenting contract 

work 



Information Synthesis 
 

Special report for 
Threatened and 
Endangered 
Species 



Key Points 

 How does the affected environment help with 

the NEPA process?  

 

 How do you decide what information is 

necessary to complete an analysis of the 

effects of a project?  

 

 How do you collect data or information 

necessary for a project?  

 


